
Bromsgrove is a company limited by guarantee and registered in England & Wales.  Company No 4808121.  Registered Charity No. 1098740 

 
 
 
We have recently made some changes to the upcoming entrance examinations, which will now 
comprise cognitive ability testing and a creative writing exercise, rather than the previous format of 
Maths and English. 
 
At Bromsgrove School we believe in providing each and every student with the opportunity to 
realise their full potential and achieve at the highest level. To gain a better understanding of the 
learning capabilities and needs of our applicants, our entrance examinations will include a series of 
short cognitive ability assessments. We will use the results from the assessment to determine if 
your child would benefit from an education at Bromsgrove School, and to establish whether further 
support is needed. 
 
The Cognitive Abilities Test assesses a student’s ability to think across four different reasoning 
batteries: 

Verbal Reasoning – the ability to express ideas and reason through words is essential to subjects 
with a high language content, and the most obvious skill picked up by traditional assessment. 

Non-verbal Reasoning – problem-solving using pictures and diagrams; skills which are important 
in a wide range of school subjects, including maths and science-based subjects. 

Spatial Reasoning – the capacity to think and draw conclusions in three dimensions, needed for 
many STEM subjects, but not easily measured by other datasets. 

Quantitative Reasoning – the ability to use numerical skills to solve problems, applicable well 
beyond mathematics 
 
I would like to stress that this is an assessment of ability and not attainment, so no pre-learning or 
preparation is necessary. Your child should not feel worried about taking our entrance tests as 
prior knowledge is not required to complete it. Should your child join us, the results will be used 
together with our internal assessment practices, to inform teachers about the strengths and 
development areas of each student.  Results are presented in a standardised form, benchmarked 
against national performance using a base of 250,000 pupils. 
 
The testing will be delivered online, using laptops.  The creative writing exercise and general 
knowledge test will be paper-based.  There is no preparation required. 
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